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central calm of the Nineteenth Century and was not easily
disturbed.    Even Mr. Browning's Men and Women failed .to
disturb it.    It read Charles Reade, listened to Mr. Thackeray
lecturing on The Four Georges, and waited for the next
instalment of Little Dorrit.    It did not mind a war in Persia,
provided  that  it   stayed  there.    It  rather  enjoyed the
Rugeley poisonings of the atrocious Palmer and was frankly
delighted, when the Prime Minister suggested to a harassed
deputation from the town, who wished to change its name,
that they should take his own;   and it was less exercised
than Lord Shaftesbury by the iniquity of bands that posi-
tively played on Sundays in the Parks.    He warned Lord
Palmerston, who countenanced the enormity and spoke with
the most distressing levity on the subject in the House of
Commons.    But his resourceful son-in-law obtained a letter
from the Archbishop; and awed by this missive, the Prime
Minister silenced the bands, while Shaftesbury (ascetic even
in his triumph) waited behind drawn blinds in Grosvenor
Square for an ungodly crowd to break his windows.   His
hold on Palmerston was odd.   In early days it had taken
the older man into the lobby in support of factory legisla-
tion;  it tutored him in social reform when he was at the
Home Office;   and now it led irreverent critics to term
Shaftesbury the ' Bishop-Maker/    He had wondered, not
without trembling, what Palmerston's Church appointments
would be like, sorely afraid that they " will be detestable.
He does not know, in theology, Moses from Sydney Smith.
The vicar of Rpmsey, where he goes to church, is the only
clergyman he ever spoke to. . . /'   It was  a dreadful
prospect.   Why, the Prime Minister had only just heard of
the Tractarians; and how, in this benighted state, could he
ward off the dreadful menace of Popery ?   But Shaftesbury
was Minnie's husband, and Minnie was Em's daughter.   So
Palmerston was quite content, when Church patronage was
in question, to follow meekly after his Evangelical shep-
herd;  and while his mentor rejoiced to someone that the
Dissenters would shortly join the Church, an unsympathetic
peer replied that the Churchmen would shortly leave it.